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SEVEN STEPSTO A GREATER ANOINTING

Many people pray like Elisha, “Lord, give me a double portion of Your anointing.” Y et they do
not realise the preparation that is involved for such a miraculous thing to occur. Here are seven
things that happened in thelife of Elishabefore God allowed him to receive “the double portion”
anointing.

1. Elisha faced the spirit of the enemy: - Elijah and Elisha confronted the same enemy — the

spirit of Jezebel. Elijah faced a demonic spirit through this woman that once caused him to
fleefor hislife (I Kings 19).
Who is Jezebel? The Lord told the church at Thyatira, “I have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to
seduce My servants to commit fornication and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.”
(Revelation 2:20) It isclear from this portion of Scripture that Jezebel isthe spirit of filth and
fornication, which we still fight even today. Only by the anocinting can that spirit be
overcome.

2. Hishardied on God: - Before Elijah was taken up into heaven, Elisha declared his loyalty
and devotion to God by repeating these words. “As the Lord lives.” (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 6)
You'll never receive God's anointing until you learn to totally depend on the Lord. Elisha
had a wonderful role model in the prophet Elijah. The one who stood before the 450
prophets of Baal and declared: “...Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and of Isradl, et it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel and, that | am Y our servant, and that | have done all these
things at they word.” (I Kings 18:36) That's when the fire fell and consumed the burnt
sacrifice.

3. Bishalearned how to serve: — Young Elisha was plowing in afield — it was seed time —
when he was called to become the servant of Elijah (I Kings 19:19). He came from awell-
to-do family — after all, they had “twelve yoke of oxen” (v. 19). And Elishawas obvioudy a
hard worker since his family could have hired a servant to do the same job. Plowing and
praying go hand in hand. Scripturetellsusto “...break up your fallow ground, for it istime
to seek the Lord...” (Hosea 10:12). The moment he committed himself to Elijah, he became
hisservant, not hisslave.

Do you want the anointing? Get involved in a church or a ministry and start serving.
When you serve you are sowing your life as seed for an anointing that one day will be yours.
Just before Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, Elisha vowed that he would not leave
the prophet’s side. He declared, “Asthe Lord liveth, and as thou soul liveth, | will not leave
thee.” (2Kings2:4). Hewas saying, “Aslong asyou remain anointed, | will not depart from
you.”

4. Hisha was a man of faith: - In the fina days before Hijah's departure, Elisha — over the
prophet’s objections — stayed with him as he journeyed to four places: Gilgal, Bethd,
Jericho, and the Jordan. Each has a special meaning.



Gilgal is the place where faith begins. That’s where the manna ceased and the children of
Israel had to learnto live by faith and not by sight (Joshua5). For forty yearsthey had seena
cloud by day, afire by night, and manna on the ground. Then it was over. And so it iswith
us. Theanointing will not come on our lives until we begin to walk by faith.

5. Hisha knew what it meant to be tested. Next, they travelled to Bethel — yet Elisha till
would not leave the prophet’s side. Bethel isthe place of trials and tests. That's where
Jacob fled when he was running away from his brother. Helost hisfamily and his comfort—
and was deeping there with arock for apillow. It was a Bethdl that Jacob made a vow that
if the Lord would allow him to “...come again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the
Lord be my God” (Genesis 28:21). And so also, will we be tested before God will entrust us
with Hisanointing.

6. Hisha knew how to wage warfare: - the two men of God journeyed to Jericho — the place
of warfare. The place where Joshua had fought his greatest battle (Joshua 6). Elishabecame
aman of war in the spirit. He understood the power that belongs to every believer that can
unlock chainsand open doors. We need to redlisethat “....the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds...” (2 Corinthians 10:4).
When the denons of hell come against you, stay strong. Declare, “I will not let this thing
bring me down; I’m staying until the anointing comes.”

7. Hishahad avision: - Finally, they journeyed to the banks of the river Jordan wherethe Lord
tested Elisha svision. Wasit of man, or of God? The prophet said to the servant, “ask what |
shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee.” Elisha said, “1 pray thee, let a double
portion of thy spirit be upon me.” (2 Kings 2:9). Elijah responded, “Thou hast asked a hard
thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when | am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee.” (2
Kings 2:10). In other words, “If your vision is clear, and your eyes are on things above,
you'll receiveit!” Habakkuk 2:2 declares*...writethevision and makeit plain.”

There are three keysto seeing avision fulfilled. 1) It must be plain, meaning avision cannot
be cloudy or full of questions. 2) You must run to receive it, meaning your prayer life must
intensify. Walking is prayer... running is intensified prayer. 3) The vision is for “an
appointed time” wait for it. Never give up. Your faith is vital for the vision’s fulfilment.
Suddenly, the prophet was rapture— caught up into the heavens! A chariot of fire appeared—
yet Elishacould see clearly enough to pick up the mantle that was | eft behind.

He walked to the same river where he had seen the prophet Elijah use the mantle to separate the
waters. He said, “...Where is the Lord God of Elijah?’ — and the waters of the Jordan were
again miraculoudly parted (2 Kings 2:14). Please prayerfully read in context the Scriptures |’ve
shared. | pray this teaching creates a hunger for a deeper walk with the Lord and that you will
receive God' s precious anointing asyou apply the Word to your life.



